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A minister who was instrumental in Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s coming to Memphis 
shortly before he was shot to death here in 
19c8 says lie will perform the prison mar- 
riage ceremony cf James Earl Ray. who 
pleaded guilty to tue . ' 

19o3 killing ol the civil 
rights leader. 

The Rev. James Law- 
son. fonnarly paster of 
the Centenary Method- 
ist Church in Mem- 
phis, said the marriage ;• 
of Ray to a Knoxville . 
artist, Anna Sandhu. •_ 

32, would take place £ 

Thursday or Friday at . , wson 
the Brushy Mountain 



but he is not a racist.” , . 

Lawson said Ray’s whole bac&^toUiii- 
was that of a petty thief. 
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ras that oi a peuy one*. „ 

“James Earl Ray and 1 are the same a^e, 
he said. ‘‘In the generation wecam^ctn o» 
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ne saw. m u« generation we t 
thieves did net murder people when uu; 
robbed them. Criminals were mere pro.eo- 
sional then. Those who spent theix hves as 
thieves did not mix murder with tnem 
robberies. This was a sociological dnier- , 
£S?o longer exists among the young 
necnle today who rob and murder and \ 

nave no concept of the blood and guts Oi -~ 

V1 Sson said he believes "the names of 
the murderers will eventually come ou . 
Someday the courts wul grant James Ea 
Ray a trial and the truth then will come 

out," said Lawson. 

“But clearly even if James Earl Ray were 
the killer beyond the shadow of a doubt 

. „ . . i a .Aturn tn rprtnrm ms 
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£toon to East Tennessee where Ray is 
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early days of the formation oi the South- 
ern Christian Leadership Conference. 

Lawson spent time studying in India, and. 
like King, was a believer in Ganohi s non- 
violent approach to activism. . 

Lawson helped influence Dr. King to 
come to Memphis to behalf of the striking 
* ^^ 4 .: « ^ tttArifArc in Mpmnhis in IVco- 


that didn t knotf i\:amu l.uluci * — 
35 , iS® served as the basis for commun 
itv and justice.” 

He said Ray and Ms. Sandhu, a divorcee, 
asked him to perform the ceremony._ 
“We ministers are in the world to stand 


“We ministers are in me iu -**“7 . 
by people and demonstrate the grace oi ^ 
God in life,” the pastor said. %_ 


od in life,” the pastor said. s 

Lawson, the Rev. Jesse Jackson and oth- 
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morning. Lawson told The Pr^fimiter, a new trial fwRa/. ^ aftpr a 

"I am convinced that he (Ray) did not kill 
Dr. King." 
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Lawson said he reached the condition 
after he had made a study of the King 
assassination and had talked to Ray for 
thre° or four hours last year in Ray s cell. 

Lawson said the motive attributed to 
Ray — racism — for the killing “does not 
fit with what 1 know of the man, does not 
fit with anything about the man. If you 
said he killed King for pay. then maybe, 


new trial iur _ _ 

Lawson said he met Ms. Sandhu afte. a 
visit with Ray last July and also hadsever- 
al long conversations with her in August 
in Washington, D.C. They were in Wash- 
ington to attend the House As^mauons 
Committee hearings, at which Ray testi- 

has been reported Ms. Sandhu met the 1 
Wear-old Ray to 1977 while sketching j 





It nas oeen i cpui i-cu i«^. w--- — - — 

50 -year-old Ray to 1977 while skemhmc 
him for television during a court appear- 
ance. 
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